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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To: Academic Programs Committee of University Council 
 
Copy: Dr. Jeremy Lee, Department of Biochemistry, Microbiology & Immunology 
 
From: Office of the Associate Dean, CGPS 
 
Date: December 11, 2019 
 
Re: Changes to Admission Requirements – Biochemistry and Microbiology & 
Immunology 
 
 
As a result of the Graduate Program Review process and departmental and programmatic 
mergers, changes to admission requirements for graduate programming in Biochemistry, 
Microbiology & Immunology are being proposed.  The CGPS requests that APC recommend 
approval to University Council for changes to the admission requirements to be effective 
for 2021-2022 admissions. 
 
The proposal was approved by the Graduate Programs Committee on September 30, 2019.  
The proposal was subsequently approved by the Executive Committee of CGPS on 
November 25, 2019.   
 
The proposed changes to admission requirements will help ensure that students admitted 
to the graduate programs will remain eligible for funding commitments. 
 
Attached please find the proposed changes to the admission requirements. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Clement at kelly.clement@usask.ca or 306-
966-2229 

mailto:kelly.clement@usask.ca


The new field is proposed to have slightly higher admission requirements.  The proposed English 
proficiency requirement includes a minimum overall TOEFL score of 90 with a minimum of 20 in each 
area or a minimum overall IELTS score of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.5 in each area.  (CGPS minimums 
require a minimum overall TOEFL of 86 with a minimum score of 19 in each area, or a minimum overall 
IELTS of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in each area.)  The minimum average for admission would be 75% for 
the Master of Science, and 80% for the Doctor of Philosophy.  The changes to the admission 
requirements result from the graduate program review process. 

Admission Requirements 

Degree Program Current Proposed 
Master of Science • Language Proficiency 

Requirements: Proof of 
English proficiency may be 
required for international 
applicants and for 
applicants whose first 
language is not English.  

• a cumulative weighted 
average of at least a 70% (U 
of S grade system 
equivalent) in the last two 
years of study (i.e. 60 credit 
units) 

• a four-year honours degree, 
or equivalent, from a 
recognized college or 
university in an academic 
discipline relevant to the 
proposed field of study 

 

• Language Proficiency 
Requirements: Proof of 
English proficiency may be 
required for international 
applicants and for 
applicants whose first 
language is not English. A 
minimum overall TOEFL 
score of 90 is required with 
a minimum score of 20 in 
each area, or a minimum 
overall IELTS score of 6.5 
with a minimum score of 
6.5 in each area, or another 
approved test as outlined in 
the College of Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies 
Academic Policies. 

• a cumulative weighted 
average of at least a 75% (U 
of S grade system 
equivalent) in the last two 
years of study (i.e. 60 credit 
units). (Students with a 
lower average may be 
accepted under exceptional 
circumstances). 

• a four-year honours degree, 
or equivalent, from a 
recognized college or 
university in an academic 
discipline relevant to the 
proposed field of study 

Doctor of Philosophy • Language Proficiency 
Requirements: Proof of 
English proficiency may be 
required for international 

• Language Proficiency 
Requirements: Proof of 
English proficiency may be 
required for international 



applicants and for 
applicants whose first 
language is not English.  

• Master’s degree, or 
equivalent, from a 
recognized university in a 
relevant academic discipline 

• a cumulative weighted 
average of at least a 70% (U 
of S grade system 
equivalent) in the last two 
years of study (i.e. 
coursework required in 
Master’s program) 

applicants and for 
applicants whose first 
language is not English. A 
minimum overall TOEFL 
score of 90 is required with 
a minimum score of 20 in 
each area, or a minimum 
overall IELTS score of 6.5 
with a minimum score of 
6.5 in each area, or another 
approved test as outlined in 
the College of Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies 
Academic Policies. 

• Master’s degree, or 
equivalent, from a 
recognized university in a 
relevant academic discipline 

• a cumulative weighted 
average of at least a 80% (U 
of S grade system 
equivalent) in the last two 
years of study (i.e. 
coursework required in 
Master’s program) 
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